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VEGETABLE   POISONS',

Medicinal use.

Antidote,

General re-

marks

liour after admission, the symptoms increased in seventy,
The tongue was red ami swollen, the pulse intermittent;
feeble and slower. The tingling and numbness had ex-
tended to the legs. On examining the condition of the
external sensibility, with a pair of scissors, it was found,
that on fully separating the blades and arms, and bringing
the points in contact with the skin over the arms and fore-
arms, he felt them as one, although they were four inches
apart, He began to improve about the ninth hour, and
gradually recovered, although lie suffered for one or two
days from slight diarrhoea.

Aconite is used medicinally for neuralgia, and in this
country, by natives, for leprosy, fever, cholera and rheuma-
tism. Amongst the hill tribes, especially in Burniah and
Assam, it is used for poisoning the heads of arrows, and it is
probably this same poison, which is used by the Andamanesc
for a similar purpose; so deadly are its effects that the
slightest scratch from a poisoned weapon, proves fatal. It
is used by the Mishmees, a tribe of Assam, and, it is said^
that an elephant struck in the shoulder by a poisoned arrow
discharged from a gun, dies in a few minutes; but if struck
in the hind-quarters, he lives till next day.

The only antidotes seem to be, the use of the stomach
pump and Emetics, and after the stomach has been emptied,,
give atropine, by hypodermic injection, or by mouth. Apply
a mustard plaster to the pericardium, and aid vomiting by
plenty of water, to which a little alcohol may be added.
Give stimulants freely, brandy, sal volatile or chloric ether.
Warmth to the extremities. Keep the patient lying down.
If no improvement, give 20 minims of tincture of digitalis
llypodermieally and repeat it in half an hour if the pulse
improves under its use. Artificial respiration may be kept
up for two hours if necessary.

The Japanese are said to use a species of aconite root,
which they call Kusa-usu, and it seems certain that there are
very many kinds of the plant, which vary in their poisonous
characters. In conversation with the late Dr, Rogers, I
was given to understand that he had discovered a process^